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Taiwan Bans Grocery/Supermarket Plastic Bags

About 24.Feb.2003, on KPRG Public Radio I heard that these bags are not being given to shoppers. Folks have to bring their own bags. More than a few RAG friends and members probably use their own cloth bag on a regular basis. 

But, why is it not the norm ? Just look at all the other shoppers around you and you will realize that many thousands of these will be going to our Ordot dump. 

Sure, they don’t take up much space but they are made from petroleum which maintains our oil dependency. 

But, the idea came to me that if it were required that all plastic bags be charged 10¢ each, it would be enough to motivate most shopper to bring their own bags and decrease this item in our waste. Additionally, this could be a good source of revenue to aid other recycling activities. It could be used to allow a company to pay people to turn in clean office paper or newspapers to be shipped out for recycling. It could be used to “place a value on” cigarette butts so that some folks could collect these to be turned in rather than tossed out of a car window. 


From an e-mail, I received this:

"Stewardship Ontario is recommending a form of EPR - extended producer

responsibility - a term created by environmental groups.

Under the plan, whoever makes the product will have to pay for it to be recycled. If the product is made outside the province, whoever imported it also has to pay."

I searched on the web and found a paper on the "Proposed Blue Box Program" prepared for the Waste Diversion Ontario. Below is the web site address. 

http://www.ifo.ca/pdf/BBProgramPlan030121.pdf

Its an interesting concept; that one who creates or imports something that would result in a waste disposal problem would have to fund the recycling program. 

Its still in the discussion stage and the Ministry of the Environment has not approved it. But, the concept causes us to consider the question: “Who is responsible for an item at the end of its life…the creator, the importer or the consumer…?” 

 

 Reduce waste at work….Stop using any plastic or styrofoam cups. Use a glass or coffee mug. It may not seem like much but.…in a year ? Also, you can take home the waste coffee grounds for your plants. 

More innovation from Taiwan…

In an effort to reduce its plastic waste by 30 percent, Taiwan has passed a law banning the free distribution of plastic bags and disposable tableware in some 75,000 establishments, including restaurants, department stores, supermarkets, convenience stores, and fast-food franchises.  Taiwan currently uses 20 billion plastic bags per year (or 2.5 bags per person per day), and more than 16 million people in the country grab at least one meal a day outside their homes.

Most of the resulting plastic waste winds up being burned in incinerators on the small, highly populated island.  The plastics industry says the law could slash its business in half and lead to extensive layoffs, but its request for a five-year delay in implementing the ban was rejected by the government.  Taiwan is one of several countries that has considered or implemented policies restricting plastic use, including Ireland, South Africa, Australia, England, Singapore, and Thailand.

For the source of this story, you may go to the Seattle Times, John Boudreau, 07 Mar 2003. You can “cut and paste” the following web site address if you can’t just “click” on it. <http://www.gristmagazine.com/forward.pl?forw

ard_id=873>


“The Penny on the Ground”

How many pennies have you seen laying on the ground  apparently dropped accidentally. To me, it also means that they are not getting picked up probably because of their low value. 

Now, compare this to dollar bills or quarters. 

It extremely rare to find these. 

Lets look at our discarded trash. If our beverage containers had a 10 ¢ value, I believe it would also be rare to find these on our roadways, beaches, trash cans, etc. The Guam scrap metal dealers currently pay 20¢ – 25¢ per pound. A 5¢ deposit on an aluminum beverage can would increase this to $1.45 per pound. And, at 10¢ it would be $2.90 . 

When I sold 77 pounds of mostly aluminum cans for my grandchildren at Triple Star Recycling in Harmon on 03.May, I received $17.00. With the 10¢ deposit I would have $223.00!!

When I have described this scenario to folks, everyone has the same reaction. They seem to become more alert and more interested. 

“The Trojan Horse”  

The recent movie, “Helen of Troy”, included a scene of the wooden horse being pulled inside the fortress. Later the warriors hiding inside came out and captured the city. Thus, came the phrase, “Beware of Greeks bearing gifts.” 

There is some similarity with the products we all buy. Our goods travel far across the water and arrive upon our shores. We welcome them and the retailers place them on display hoping that we will trade our dollars for these goods. We happily take them home. 

But, some day in the future the goods become unwanted. We discard them only to learn that all our fellow residents are also discarding their goods with the unhappy consequence that these goods have now become a major problem. A kind of trash invasion.

 “Is This Your Neighbor ?”

Norma Belaminde is my co-worker at MCI in Agana. 

She has seen that I collect the left over food from lunch and bring it home for my dog, cat, and pigs. Some months ago she had an idea. I noticed she started bringing to work plastic ice cream tubs containing their family’s leftovers !  I was really surprised because in my experience that people like Norma who have the initiative to take an idea and actually put it into action are in the minority. My pets and pigs are fatter and happier now.    Thanks Norma for helping out!


There has been a great proliferation of lawyers in the past 20 years, just as there has been a proliferation of computers. But unlike computers, lawyers do not get twice as intelligent and half as expensive every  two years. 
     --- E. Burns, San Francisco Bay Guardian
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“Cartoon by Mark Parisi, printed with special permission. For many more ‘off the mark’ cartoons, please visit Mark’s site at: www.offthemark.com”   


Andersen AFB has one…Guam residents should have one, too. A glass pulverizer that is. You can see the same type at www.andelaproducts.com 











