[image: image1.png]off the by Mark Parisi
macicom

Www.ofithe

TT'S REALLY A SHAME 7o HAVE
ALL THAT WASTEFUL PACKAGING .-




   R.A.G. TIMES 
 Web site: www.guam.net/pub/rag/     Recycling Assoc. of Guam
     Editor:  Paul Tobiason,  477-7579       e-mail:  tobiasonp@teleguam.net               Interim President: Paul Tobiason                  


2
R.A.G.  TIMES


Charged for wasted   

   restaurant food!
Hong Kong Mulls Fines For Patrons Leaving Restaurant 

left-overs. A dozen or so Hong Kong restaurants have 

begun warning customers that they risk being fined if 

they order more food than they can eat. These fixed-

price, “all you can eat” facilities often see customers 

take more food than they can eat, leading to significant 

food wastage. One restaurant charges per ounce of 

food leftover, others by the plate.

Restaurant owners issuing the warnings are finding their 

food costs lowered as customers comply. 

(China Daily, Aril 18, 2007,
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/lifestyle/2007-04/19/content_854597.htm)


Those of us on Guam who have been at fiestas have seen lots of perfectly good food being dumped into the trash…..along with the aluminum cans, plastic styrofoam plates, plastic spoon, etc. 

There is not need for us to be so wasteful. 

We should those in other countries where they are 

actually starving!


Earth Day, 21.Apr.2007, Saturday

RAG was there at Ipao Beach. Thanks to Pat Rankin, Atilana Rambayon, Berrie, Nene, and Agnes Straatman who helped many Guam resident become educated and more aware of the reasons to recycle. 

Many did not know where to take things. Luckily, Pat had brought the Guam Phone Book and showed them the list of recycling companies on the special page in the front of the book. 

Visitors saw used tires made into a compost bin. 

They also saw crush glass from the pulverizer machine, compressed aluminum foil, heated and compressed plastic, and crushed steel food cans. 

We also handed out information on global warming. 


10.May.2007…sent to RAG members: 

Here are two stories about CNMI and how they are managing 

their trash problem. 
Has any of our RAG members seen the "Basula Produkto" 
recycling shop? They have a "working" glass pulverizer. 
And they have created a funding source. 
To me, they seem to be a really good example. 
Perhaps Guam will be there.....someday.... 

http://www.mvariety.com/localpage/lnews22.htm 

http://www.pacificmagazine.net/issue/2003/10/01/a-solid-plan-for-solid-waste 

With Regards, 
Paul Tobiason, Recycling Assoc. of Guam
“ One person can not do everything but everybody can do something”
This RAG Times newsletter hopefully resumes on a more regular basis. It has not been produced for quite a while. Of course, its not easy to get anyone to assume the job of writing and producing this so it has to be whenever I can get to it. Quite a few major life-changing events have occurred and are now behind me. I would also appreciate news items that you could share and possibly be included in the RAG Times. 

An item seen in the Guam PDN, 24.Dec.2006: 

     Seoul to U.S.:   Why is Dioxin in beef? 

The story says that South Korea has asked the US to explain why a shipment of American beef which was rejected for having banned bone fragments also contained unacceptable levels of the toxic chemical dioxin. 

Below are some links to stories in the USA Today about the banning 

of plastic bags in grocery stores. 
Excerpt 1: 
SAN FRANCISCO — This city that touts its environmental credentials got a little "greener" on Tuesday. 

The Board of Supervisors voted 10-1 to require about 100 of the city's largest grocery stores and pharmacies to use only biodegradable plastic bags or recyclable paper bags.

That means San Francisco is likely to become the first major city in the USA to ban the conventional plastic bags, which are made from petroleum, at large stores. Environmentalists say those bags litter the landscape, threaten sea life, clog recycling machines and take up landfill space.

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2007-03-27-sf-plastic-bags_n.htm 

Excerpt 2: 
By Ross Mirkarimi 

The plastic checkout bag is a costly problem. Each year, 100 billion of them are distributed through U.S. retailers. It takes more than 20 million barrels of oil to produce them. The plastic bag borders on relic status considering the end of the cheap oil era and pervasive environmental degradation. 

Despite San Francisco's excellent residential recycling program, the recycling rate for plastic bags is only 1%.

Each year, we spend $8 million sweeping bags from our streets, untangling them from recycling machinery, scooping them from storm drains so sewers don't back up, and, ultimately, dumping them into landfills.

Local governments are subsidizing the production of waste because producers know that whatever they manufacture and distribute, taxpayers will shoulder the bill. This is unacceptable.

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/2007-04-01-opposing-view_n.htm
Excerpt 3: 
This week, the city's Department of the Environment will vote on whether to recommend a 17 cent fee on each bag, be it paper or plastic, in an effort to curb the use of an estimated 50 million bags a year in the Californian city.

http://ecomall.com/greenshopping/taxthebags.htm
Regards
Now it is 28-171. 

The Recycling Fund & Public Law 27-38

This is the law that will levy an advanced disposal fee on a refrigerator, vehicle or tire plus other items. Implementation of this law was supposed to start 01.Jan.2005. Then it got postponed to 01.March.2005. Now it is postponed indefinitely until the mechanics can all be worked out. 

The Guam EPA is working with members of the community and other GovGuam agencies to fine tune this so it will work well. 

Thomas Lindhqvist, a Swedish professor of environmental economics who coined the term, defined EPR as the extension of the responsibility of producers for the environmental impacts of their products to the entire product life cycle, and especially for their take-back, recycling, and disposal.

Kovalam is a coastal resort in India. In October 2003 they collected over 2000 PET bottles littering the beach and sent them back to Cola manufacturers demanding that corporations like Coke and Pepsi should implement extended producer responsibility (1) and stop thrashing the planet.

Shibu K Nair, Zero Waste Kovalam, project co-ordinator said, “ The economic liability that waste brings with it is certainly not to be borne by the local community.

The group’s web site is: www.zerowastekovalam.org if you wish to see photos and learn more. 

On our island home of Guam we have no manufacturing facilities. But we do have importers that  know we have a problem with imported products and are now starting to assign an economic value to some items. But, does it not seem that our importers should bear some responsibility for the disposal problems that such items necessarily create? Plastic bags litter our island, bloated disposable diapers are seen here and there, and cigarette butts line the medians of our roads.  

I don’t recall seeing the importers cleaning these up and shipping them back off-island. 


Bottle Bill started in Honolulu

On 02.Nov.2004, beverage container carried a 5¢ deposit.

I believe the producer/importer actually pays 1¢ to cover the costs of the program. You can read details in the Honolulu Star Bulletin at: www.starbulletin.com 

And you thought backyard trash burning was ok….

This info comes from India. But, they took samples from a burning garbage heap and found 27 toxic compounds. It was sent to Columbia Analytical Services, a lab in California, where it was tested for 69 volatile organic compounds and 20 sulphur gases as per established
procedures of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA). 

Of course, the material being burned may not be exactly the same as burning trash in Guam but it does show

what can be produced by just burning it.

The air sample had carcinogens such as benzene, 1,3-butadiene and chloromethane at levels between 200 and 34,782 times higher than levels considered safe by the US EPA.
Other chemicals identified included Hydrogen Sulphide, Carbonyl Sulphide, Methyl Mercaptan, Carbon Disulphide, Chloromethane, Chloroethane, Ethanol, Acetonitrile, Acrolein, Acetone, Trichlorofluoromethane, Methyl Ethyl Ketone and n-Hexane.


To learn more, visit www.sipcotcuddalore.com.

So, please do not burn your trash in a barrel behind your house.

A recent quote: 

“The power of pricing is hugely effective”

      Charlie Maxwell, Feb.2007

      Senior Energy Analyst at Wheaton & Company

A quote on her solar electric system: 

“"We all have these roofs soaking up energy, so I thought I might as well use mine."


Connie Vohden of Kailua-Kona

“Is it unreasonable to expect you to actually do something ???”    if you are part of an organization???

My trash can photo

A thought….word picture….

The GovGuam is like a giant sci-fi mosquito sucking all the life-blood out of the taxpyer and federal govt. 

What is the carbon credit for recycling one aluminum can ? 

      RAG members make a difference

Atilana Rambayon lives in Dededo. Besides maintaining a continuous compost pile at her home she also joins in the annual Guam Coastal Cleanup. This year she will clean up at the Paseo site as she did last year and planted trees there, too. 

She plans to continue planting more trees but does this work with partners Art Mergist and Close Up Kids.

STUDY SAYS NATION WASTES NEARLY HALF ITS FOOD, November 23 
As they sit down to their Thanksgiving Day dinner, many Americans will marvel at the cornucopia of food at their table. What many don't think about is how much food is wasted, not just on Thursday, but every day, from the beginning of the harvest to the scraps tossed into the garbage. Mounting new evidence, in fact, shows just how wasteful the nation is with its bounty. 
America has been long been the poster child for the "throw-away society" and researchers have known for years about the volumes of food Americans toss into the trash. Only recently, though, has that been quantified as a percentage of what is produced. A new study from the University of Arizona in Tucson indicates that forty to fifty percent of all food ready for harvest never gets eaten. 
Full story at http://www.physorg.com/news2081.html
And finally, quote from Mother Theresa: 

Thomas Lindhqvist, a Swedish professor of environmental economics who coined the term, defined EPR as the extension of the responsibility of producers for the environmental impacts of their products to the entire product life cycle, and especially for their take-back, recycling, and disposal.

Kovalam is a coastal resort in India. In October 2003 they collected over 2000 PET bottles littering the beach and sent them back to Cola manufacturers demanding that corporations like Coke and Pepsi should implement extended producer responsibility (1) and stop thrashing the planet.

Shibu K Nair, Zero Waste Kovalam, project co-ordinator said, “ The economic liability that waste brings with it is certainly not to be borne by the local community.

The group’s web site is: www.zerowastekovalam.org if you wish to see photos and learn more. 

On our island home of Guam we have no manufacturing facilities. But we do have importers that  know we have a problem with imported products and are now starting to assign an economic value to some items. But, does it not seem that our importers should bear some responsibility for the disposal problems that such items necessarily create? Plastic bags litter our island, bloated disposable diapers are seen here and there, and cigarette butts line the medians of our roads.  

I don’t recall seeing the importers cleaning these up and shipping them back off-island. 


Bottle Bill started in Honolulu

On 02.Nov.2004, beverage container carried a 5¢ deposit.

I believe the producer/importer actually pays 1¢ to cover the costs of the program. You can read details in the Honolulu Star Bulletin at: www.starbulletin.com 

The Recycling Fund & Public Law 27-38

This is the law that will levy an advanced disposal fee on a refrigerator, vehicle or tire plus other items. Implementation of this law was supposed to start 01.Jan.2005. Then it got postponed to 01.March.2005. Now it is postponed indefinitely until the mechanics can all be worked out. 

The Guam EPA is working with members of the community and other GovGuam agencies to fine tune this so it will work well. 


Microturbines    These are a power generating device that operates like a jet engine. It is about the size of a large

Refrigerator. They are often configured in an array of several units. According the the US Dept. of Energy, more than 350 landfills make use of the methane gas to generate electricity. The Capstone Turbine company has installed 100 of their units across the US. 

In the case of Guam, the Agueda Johnston school is not too far from the Ordot dump. And, like Antioch, Illinois, could supply electrical power to the school. 

Then there is the sewage treatment plant in Harmon. Methane is produced by I don’t believe it is being used to supplement the power for the facility.   Info sources: 

1)  www.eere.energy.gov/de  2)  www.epa.gov/lmop    

3)  www.capstone.com  

And you thought backyard trash burning was ok….

This info comes from India. But, they took samples from a burning garbage heap and found 27 toxic compounds. It was sent to Columbia Analytical Services, a lab in California, where it was tested for 69 volatile organic compounds and 20 sulphur gases as per established
procedures of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA). 

Of course, the material being burned may not be exactly the same as burning trash in Guam but it does show what can be produced by just burning it.

The air sample had carcinogens such as benzene, 1,3-butadiene and chloromethane at levels between 200 and 34,782 times higher than levels considered safe by the US EPA.
Other chemicals identified included Hydrogen Sulphide, Carbonyl Sulphide, Methyl Mercaptan, Carbon Disulphide, Chloromethane, Chloroethane, Ethanol, Acetonitrile, Acrolein, Acetone, Trichlorofluoromethane, Methyl Ethyl Ketone and n-Hexane.

To learn more, visit www.sipcotcuddalore.com.

So, please do not burn your trash in a barrel behind your house.

What do you think? Paying for trash service.

One of the problems of illegal dumping is the way the tipping fees are being
handled. People should not have a choice whether or not to pay for this. So
some choose not to because maybe they want to throw their trash themselves
at the dump, which is OK but others choose the boonies. The best way would
be for every resident to get billed with their power or water bill. The only
exception would be complexes thet have a private trash hauler. I remember
living in Los Angeles, when these charges were included in my property tax
bill. I believe the same system is used in AU and other countries.


Euro MPs back major chemicals law,    17.Nov.2005

Business has sought to weaken the law, unions to strengthen it
The European Parliament has approved far-reaching legislation which will lead to the safety testing of thousands of chemicals used in everyday products.
The law, called Reach - Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals - would create one database including all chemicals used in the EU.

Employers say it will impose heavy costs and cause firms to flee Europe.

MEPs also included a measure obliging firms to replace hazardous chemicals with safe ones, whenever possible.

The regulation has to be approved by national governments before it can become law, and may return to the parliament for another vote next year.

Exemptions

Reach in its original form would have led to about 30,000 substances - found in everything from cars to computers to children's toys - being tested for their impact on health and the environment.

REACH IN NUMBERS
1,000 pages of text already, rising potentially to 15,000
1,000 amendments voted on
30,000 chemicals to be registered over 11 years
At least one million more animal tests
Estimated costs of c 5bn euros for business over 11 years
Billions of euros saved in healthcare costs



   Others on Guam who make a difference
Caterpillar makes bulldozers and electric generators…

But now they recycle/reuse. See Business Week article of 25.Sep.2006, 

http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/06_39/b4002074.htm?campaign_id=nws_insdr_sep16&link_position=link3
DEATH BE NOT TOXIC
Green Burials Catch on Amongst the Eco-Friendly Set

It's no longer enough to live an eco-friendly 
life; now, the greenest of the green are planning 
for their own eco-friendly deaths. A small but 
growing number of people are seeking out burial 
in green cemeteries. Ramsey Creek Preserve in 
Westminster, S.C., is one such spot, a 35-acre 
expanse of woodlands where coffins must be 
biodegradable, embalming fluids are a no-no, 
plants and flat stones are used as grave markers, 
and families are encouraged to go hiking and 
bird-watching. The aim is to keep land in a more 
natural state and cut down on the use of 
embalming fluid (hundreds of thousands of gallons 
of the toxic stuff are used in the U.S. each 
year). The green-burial trend is particularly 
hot in Britain, where 180 eco-cemeteries have 
opened in the past decade. Many environmentally 
sensitive future corpses also choose cremation, 
and the more adventurous can have their cremated 
remains added to an artificial reef.

straight to the source: The New York Times, Julie Dunn, 11 Jan 2004
<http://www.nytimes.com/2004/01/11/business/yourmoney/11burial.html>

from the Grist archives: What's the most 
eco-friendly thing to do with your body when you 
die? -- astute advice on matters environmental -- 
in Ask Umbra
<http://www.gristmagazine.com/ask/ask103102.asp?source=daily#corpse>



The use of PVC plastic water pipe is very common on Guam. But, it does present problems as follows: 

“A Plastic Only an Industry Group Could Love” 


Anti-PVC movement grows, even as PVC use rises.

A growing coalition of scientists, public-health advocates, 
environmentalists, and even corporations is fighting to rid the world of polyvinyl chloride (PVC). Some 300 billion pounds of PVC are in use worldwide, and 7 billion pounds are discarded each year in the U.S. alone, says the Center for Health, Environment, and Justice. 
Recycling PVC is difficult and labor-intensive; most plastic 
recyclers consider it contamination. In landfills, it leaches lead, cadmium, and phthalates into groundwater. Incinerating it releases the poison dioxin into the air. It is "one of the most environmentally hazardous consumer materials ever produced," 
according to Joe Thornton, biology professor at the University of Oregon. The Vinyl Institute, a disinterested group of, uh, PVC makers, denies such claims: "you can recycle, landfill, and incinerate it safely and effectively," says spokesflack Allen Blakely. Despite the institute's reassurances, an increasing number of companies, including Victoria's Secret, Nike, Mattel, General Motors, and Microsoft, have pledged to phase PVC out of their 
operations.

Source: The Christian Science Monitor, Mark Clayton, 
17 Mar 2005
<http://grist.org/cgi-bin/forward.pl?forward_id=4576>


= = = = = 
E-mail of 06.Sep.2005 by RAG member: 

Dear Senators, 
There is a lot of illegal burning being done on Guam. This poses both an environmental problem as well as health related problems. Unfortunately there is no law to fine offenders. All the Fire Dept. can do is ask people not to burn but they have no way of issuing a fine. There should be a law to fine offenders of illegal burning.
Regards,  Berrie Straatman 

= = = = = =

Car manufacturers and Zero Waste……!

Each week, hundreds of new cars roll out of the Subaru factory in Lafayette, Indiana.

The factory is the first auto assembly plant in North America to become completely waste-free: Last year, 100 percent of the waste steel, plastic and other materials coming out of the plant were reused or recycled.

Subaru is not alone. Lots of other companies are shipping far less garbage to landfills than they did even a few years ago. Cascade Engineering, a Grand Rapids, Michigan, plastics manufacturer that makes parts for cars and various plastic containers -- including trash cans -- has cut the amount of trash it sends to landfills from 2,475 tons in 2003 to just over 700 tons this year.

"We've gone from every-other-day pickups to once every couple of weeks," says Kelley Losey, an environmental services manager at the company.

In keeping trash out of the landfill, three of Toyota's manufacturing plants in the United States have reached the 95 percent level, as has Fetzer Vineyards, one of the country's largest winemakers.

Driving this effort to avoid creating “trash” has been the landfill and transport cost plus the potential future problems of materials put into a landfill by a company. Much of that awareness has come from the publicity around Superfund sites and industrial landfills gone bad, says David Lear, HP's vice president of corporate, social and environmental responsibility.

For island residents, these companies are a good role model to follow.     We should all be trying to put “as little as possible” into our landfill. 

Thanks to Brandy Straatman for this news item. 

(for full story source, go to: http://www.wired.com/news/planet/0,2782,68448,00.html?tw=wn_tophead_1 )

= = = = = 

Gas Prices…$3.20/gallon…..

With prices having increased dramatically during the past year, many people are finding the visit to the gas station to “fill-up” is quite expensive. So, folks are now becoming interested in hybrid vehicles such as the Toyota Prius. FedEx even has purchased quite a few hybrids trucks and may eventually convert their entire fleet of 30,000 vehicles. 

Volkswagen is supposed to be working on a diesel hybrid. While many people think of diesels as smokey and noisy,   these modern engines are quite an improvement over those of past years. They burn fuel very cleanly and are quiet, too.    

Search the internet for info on these. But, I’m not sure Guam dealers are willing to import these. Still you can buy them from an off-island source and get a great vehicle with excellent fuel economy (like 50 mpg!). 

Starbucks, CitiGroup & recycled content

Starbucks announced plans to become the first to use postconsumer recycled content in their cups. Also, well known financial services companies Goldman Sachs and Citigroup are switching to recycled copy paper. 

Perhaps our GovGuam will try to use this type of copy paper?

Such decisions help the recycling industries by creating a demand for waste paper. 

 


Canada has a bottle bill; And it works !

In the magazine “Resource Recycling”, Jan.2004, an article describes this and shows just what can be done when the consumer is motivated…..by money ! Aluminum beer cans carry a 10¢ deposit. Result: 75% to 93% recovery. They also have a curbside recycling system called the Blue Box. This works but not nearly as well. 

Please let me know if you would like to see the entire article.

23.Apr.2005  -  Earth Week  -   Dededo

RAG made a presentation for residents of Astumbo Gardens in Dededo. This event was conceived by the mayor, Jessica Savales with the assistance of the Guam EPA. The First Lady of Guam, Senators Brown and Kasperbauer were also in attendance. 

 About 35 people were in attendance and the objective of the RAG presentation was to show residents how they could reduce the volume of their trash and achieve a more sanitary community. Emphasis was placed on rinsing or washing all food and liquids from any trash that would eventually go to the curbside for pickup. The obvious was stated….That trash stinks and results in flies and maggots because food waste rots in our warm climate. 

Placing the bulk of food waste temporarily in a container which is refrigerated or frozen was explained. Then it could be given to a friend or relative who has a pet or pig and thus serves as animal feed. 

Composting of this waste except for the dairy and meat products was presented as a viable alternative. The “used tire” composted was displayed with some sample compost. Attendees seemed to like the way the tires were put into productive use but were particularly interested in how the tire wall was cut out. RAG explained that it simply requires a box cutter knife and about 6 minutes of time to complete one average pickup size tire.  

The Dededo mayor was given the RAG information sheet, “How to put your trash can on a diet” and the RAG/UOG “Composting Tips for Guam” for later copy and distribution to Astumbo residents. 

The University of Guam and the Dept. of Agriculture gave a more detailed explanation of composting and provided some excellent literature on this and plant maintenance. Tree seedlings of the Acacia were given freely as they can provide shade for our homes and thus help in cooling. 

20.Apr.2005  -  Koror, Palau  -- Composting

Katsuo Fuji, Solid Waste Management Engineer (JICA Senior Volunteer) Koror State government

Makiko Sasaki, contract worker, Koror State

RAG member, Paul Tobiason, visited the Koror State Solid Waste location to view the composting operation. 

Mr. Fuji and Ms. Sasaki are working with Koror State employees to compost hotel food waste and yard/organic waste. The Palau Pacific Resort provides kitchen waste and this is mixed with plant waste such as grass and leaves which is then placed in 3 ft x 3 ft concrete bins. The natural bacteria, mold and fungii work to breakdown this material and there are several such bins of different ages. The freshest material of only 4 days does indeed smell bad. But the material that is about 7 days old has much less or no offensive odor. 

This project is in its test/pilot phase. The hope is to show that it will work well so that the composting of home, business, and hotel organic waste can be done on  a large scale. This would be a very positive thing for Palau as it would be a more sanitary method to manage this type of waste and also greatly reduce the flies and odor from trash containers. The compost would become a very useful soil amendment and fertilizer.

Hi Paul
Just a correction to make. Isfahaan Recycling Center (IRC) is in central
Iran and not Afghanistan.

Also the way they (IRC) make money is mostly by; 1) producing compost out of
huge amount of organic material (>50%) that is in the garbage and selling
the compost to the huge market as organic fertilizer. 2) They also make
money by processing or selling anything metallic. 3) Also they export the
material (sheets, blankets, diapers etc) that can be turned into pulp or
biodegradable products. They don,t make much money from No 3 because it
cost to ship the packed material to overseas plus the companies that buy it
from them do not pay much for it, however, because they get foreign currency
for it, IRC can then benefit from using foreign currency to support the
value of domestic currency (Rial) and that is more important for their
economy.
So the whole thing is win win situation from environmental point of view as
well as the economical point of view. Plus so money high paid engineers as
well as many minimum paid workers are getting paid for working at the plant.

Regards
M. Golabi
UOG


R.A.G. member sends a letter to the PDN newspaper

      “ VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 

Mr. Kenneth Duenas in his letter to the PDN from March 30, 2004 made some very valid points about the pitfalls of a new landfill. Unfortunately he did not offer a solution though there is one available. It is called the Zero Waste concept. This concept is basically quite simple: Anything organic can be composted and man made products should be able to be re-used, repaired or recycled. The later requires the cooperation of manufacturers to ensure that products are made in such a way that they can be re-used, repaired or recycled. One example is that a glass bottle can be recycled and so can a plastic bottle but a glass bottle with a plastic liner would be a problem. The solution to that would be to ban those products thereby forcing manufacturers to comply. Other products like computers for example should be taken back by the manufacturer for recycling etc.

Too far fetched? Not really. The zero waste goals has already been adopted by various communities around the world including in the U.S , Canada and Japan and New Zealand is the first country in the world to formally adopt zero waste. Many of these places have already taken significant steps towards the zero waste goals. Recycling results of over 50% and over are not uncommon, thus not only reducing waste but also preserving resources. Many experts believe that zero waste is the only long term solution to our ever increasing production of waste and a mandated decrease in land filling and incineration. Of course one of the first things that is required is a strong government that is more interested in a long term solution for the welfare of its people and the land and to protect the environment instead of the short time protection of the “bottom line” of businesses, which only benefits a few. It also requires a change in the mindset and attitude of the people and that would be the biggest challenge. In Guam and most of the U.S. too many people have this throw away attitude, more than in other places in the world. The average American produces around 1300 lb. of waste each year. For Guam this figure could even be higher. But throw away does not mean go away. For Guam to accept the zero waste goal it could become a leader in waste management for Micronesia. As a start we can all make a difference by practicing the three R’s. Reduce, Re-use and Recycle. (composting is a form of recycling). For more information on Zero Waste go to www.no-burn.org
Berrie Straatman, Tamuning “

Board votes to oppose future RESCO expansion

http://www.townonline.com/saugus/news/local_regional/sgs_newsarescoresssnc102
32003.htm

By Dinah Cardin / dcardin@cnc.com
Thursday, October 23, 2003

Just days after Refuse Energy System Company (RESCO) announced it will not
seek to expand its plant, the Board of Selectmen voted to oppose any future plans
by the waste treatment facility to add a third burner.

The resolution, which received the board's unanimous support, was written by
members of Saugus Action Volunteers for the Environment (SAVE) and presented
at last week's meeting by the group's president, Debra Panetta.

Plant Manager Jim McIver had cited RESCO's reason for not going ahead with the
intended November ballot question as market conditions in the solid waste and
energy industries not currently supporting expansion.

While the company's decision to halt plans for expansion was expected to put a
stop to the ongoing debate between RESCO and SAVE, Panetta said she wasn't
convinced that RESCO wouldn't seek expansion in the future, thus fueling her fight
against the possible health risks posed by the plant.

"Even though we recently found out that RESCO will no longer be asking for this
ballot question, we still feel that it is very important for this board to take a stand on
this issue now," she told the board last Tuesday. "RESCO has pursued their
expansion in the past and they will most likely pursue it again unless a clear
message of opposition is conveyed."

Of the 1,500 tons of trash incinerated at the plant each day, she said, only 3.7
percent comes from the town of Saugus.

In addition to the discussion at the Board of Selectman's meeting, a forum
scheduled for last Wednesday at Saugus' Town Hall went forward to discuss the
pros and cons of the third burner issue, in spite of RESCO's decision not to move
forward with expansion plans. An international waste incineration expert spoke
about how incinerators are archaic, given today's technology.

The adopted resolution recognizes the town of Saugus as serving as host
community for the municipal solid waste of communities north of Boston since the
60s. It recognizes the emissions from solid waste incineration as known carcinogens
and it states that Saugus has higher cancer rates than the state average, according
to the Massachusetts Cancer Registry.

However, RESCO refutes many of the statements made in the resolution.

"The allegations are at best misleading; some are just totally incorrect." said Frank
Ferraro, vice president of public policy for Wheelabrator Technologies.

He called the board's discussion to unite against expansion a "moot point" since
RESCO is not currently seeking to expand and said the company is "disappointed"
in the selectmen that they would choose to adopt the resolution without giving
RESCO the chance to refute some of the allegations.

The resolution states, "Therefore it is resolved that the Board of Selectmen of the
town of Saugus is opposed to the proposed third burner at the Wheelabrator Saugus
waste to energy facility and or any other proposal that will result in any net increase
of regulated toxins in the air, water and soil of the town of Saugus."

"We don't need an expansion, we need a safer facility," said Selectman Mike
Kelleher said, backing up the resolution.

Just before the vote to accept the document, Chairperson Janette Fasano
commended Panetta on a well-written resolution, adding that there have always
been ongoing issues with RESCO that the Board of Selectmen have had to make
motions against.


Two sides to every story

In RESCO's defense, McIver referred to a letter dated February of this year sent by
the federal Environmental Protection Agency to the president of the National
Integrated Waste Services Association. In it, the EPA applauds the clean air
standards enforced at municipal waste-to-energy plants.

"With the capacity to handle approximately 15 percent of the waste generated in the
U.S., these plants produce 2,800 megawatts of electricity with less environmental
impact than almost any other source of electricity," the letter stated.

The letter also stated that "with fewer landfills being opened and capacity controls
being imposed on many existing landfills, these types of plants are a great benefit to
communities."

But Panetta, passing literature to the selectmen, spoke of the high cancer rates in
Saugus, showing statistics, which came from the Massachusetts Cancer Registry at
the Department of Public Health that say liver cancer in males is 135 percent higher
in Saugus than the state average.

Pancreatic cancer, leukemia, thyroid and brain cancer, she showed, were also much
higher in Saugus than elsewhere in the state.

She also spoke of the environmental effects of the 276-acre landfill, located in a
crucial habitat for birds, fish and shellfish that has been designated as an Area of
Critical Environmental Concern. The ash that blows into the yards of those who live
near the plant, contains mercury, dioxin and other potential toxins, she said, that
may cause low birth weight and respiratory and neurology damage.

Panetta has two children of her own, as well as extended family in Saugus. She is
saddened at the thought of further polluting their home. The ash gets caught on
residents' screen doors, she said. It rests on their lawns and coats their children's
toys.

It's scary, she added, not knowing how harmful the ash actually is. SAVE presented
the Board of Health with two proposed regulations for regular testing of the ash for
harmful toxins. Both the board and members of the Board of Health will be taking a
tour of the RESCO plant this Saturday.

"The quality of your life and your health is most important," she said. "We don't want
to leave our children and our children's children with this."

She cited the plant's recent loss of a radioactive device that was found weeks later
in an incinerator as disturbing and a further cause for concern.

"With 26 of these devices at the plant, it makes you wonder what other types of
accidents there are just waiting to happen," she said.

She then spoke from a personal experience about her uncle who lived down the
street from the plant and died of brain cancer. Though, she said, it is impossible to
link the two, the potentially carcinogenic materials can only increase the risk of
sickness.

"We have a moratorium on the expansion of incinerators and the building of new
incinerators. RESCO officials should not be looking to our town for any deal with the
state," she said.

McIver lamented the company losing the opportune time for plant expansion. Some
of the factors that affected the market included future energy pricing, disposal fees
and the "uncertain investment climate," he said.

The decision was especially difficult, he added, since polling indicated that 62
percent of registered voters who responded would favor expansion if all the
environmental standards were going to be met and the town received an additional
$2 million per year in tax revenue.

A comprehensive plan was requested by 92 percent of the town, he said, explaining
the upgrading plans and financial benefits.

Meanwhile, Ferraro said further plans for plant expansion are not in the works at this
time. "There are no crystal balls or magic lamps," he said. "It's not in the cards for
the foreseeable future."

_______________________________________________
Gaia-members mailing list
Gaia-members@lists.essential.org
http://lists.essential.org/mailman/listinfo/gaia-members
From the Fairtax organization comes this: There really is a bill before the US Congress to scrap the current income tax we all dread each year. It is HR-25 and you can easily find it on the internet. And in the Senate it is S-1493. Please read it for yourself and then share the news with friends. 

Tell your computer manufacturer to recycle

You're a responsible consumer, but you don't want to pony up $30 to IBM. What are you to do with your oh-so-out-of-date box of mercury and silicon? Write to your computer manufacturer and plead with the company to help you safely recycle your toxic old machine. 

Action by Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition. 

http://www.svtc.org/cleancc/4ht_letters.htm

According to the EPA, you (yes, just little-old-you) can reduce CO2 emissions by 2400 lbs. per year, simply by recycling one half of all the aluminum cans, glass bottles, plastic, cardboard and newspaper that you use.

Another savings tip:
Shampoo
When the bottle is empty, it may or may not be really empty. Store it upside down and over time the leftover shampoo will move to the spout end to use the last 

few drops. Of course, it delays the day when the empty plastic container will have to go to the Ordot dump, too.

Taiwan Bans Grocery/Supermarket Plastic Bags

About 24.Feb.2003, on KPRG Public Radio I heard that these bags are not being given to shoppers. Folks have to bring their own bags. More than a few RAG friends and members probably use their own cloth bag on a regular basis. 

But, why is it not the norm ? Just look at all the other shoppers around you and you will realize that many thousands of these will be going to our Ordot dump. 

Sure they don’t take up much space but they are made from petroleum which maintains our oil dependency. 

But, the idea came to me that if it were required that all plastic bags were charged 10¢ each, it would be enough to motivate most shopper to bring their own bags and decrease this item in our waste. Additionally, this could be a good source of revenue to aid other recycling activities. It could be used to allow a company to pay people to turn in clean office paper or newspapers to be shipped out for recycling. It could be used to “place a value on” cigarette butts so that some folks could collect these to be turned in rather than tossed out of a car window. 


From Igor Babanin

18.Dec.2003

Folks in Russia have their problems with recycling efforts. They find it to be expensive to collect the containers with the separated items and worry that residents will not understand what to do. 

Apparently they give residents 3 containers for different items but people refuse to accept 4 containers. 

Igor is with Greenpeace in St. Petersburg and sent his

Observations and questions to GAIA members.

(GAIA = Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives )

(URL = www.no-burn.org )

“Can Chemicals Emitted by a Modern Incinerator Damage Health?”

 Ralph Ryder, Communities Against Toxics United Kingdom, October 2003

This excellent article is available at: 
http://www.no-burn.org/resources/library/incindamagehealth.html

Haven’t you ever wondered about and been amazed at the thousands of plastic water bottles on all the shelves of Guam stores ? After reading this you may try harder to avoid buying another plastic container of water….

(From Gigi Cruz of GAIA, 18.Dec.2003) 

Californians expected to discard 100 million water bottles during holidays. 

http://www.thedesertsun.com/news/stories2003/state/20031215014736.shtml

The Associated Press
December 15th, 2003

SACRAMENTO -- Americans used to be camels. Now, as various wags have noted, we come fully hydrated: Millions of people rarely step out without a water bottle nearby. The increased water consumption is healthy, doctors say. But the bottles aren't.

Last year alone, more than 93 billion plastic water containers wound up in U.S. landfills. Laid end-to-end, that's enough bottles to: # Reach the moon and back 38 times; # Circle the equator 371 times; # Stretch the length of the world's longest river, the Nile, 2,222 times; # Line Interstate 80 from New York to San Francisco 3,196
times; # Span the length of California 11,556 times.

Between Thanksgiving and New Year's, health-conscious Californians alone will toss about 100 million bottles into the trash, estimates the state's Department of Conservation.

That's enough plastic to provide holiday shoppers with 48,000 fleece sweaters, 220,000 sweat-wicking T-shirts or 220,000 square feet of carpeting -- all alternatives to putting the bottles in dumps, where the material lasts indefinitely.

Nationally, the clear plastic bottles dumped into landfills annually could provide enough fiberfill for 3.3 billion ski jackets or 546 million sleeping bags. Enough white plastic milk jugs are discarded to build at least 800,000 playground structures, 8 million six-foot picnic tables, 15 million six-foot park benches, or 40 million 24-inch-cube flower planters, estimates Arlington, Va.-based Container
Recycling Institute.

California's Conservation Department is offering holiday shoppers an online national "green gift guide" that it hopes will encourage consumers to not only recycle but to buy recycled products, spurring more use of recycled material by manufacturers. California is one of 10 states with a recycling program that requires consumers to pay a deposit on drink containers.

"It's part of closing a loop," said department Director Darryl Young.
"We think the way to help manufacturers is to let consumers know these products are out there."

L.L. Bean now offers Adirondack chairs made from recycled plastic jugs, while Birkenstock Footprint Sandals Inc. offers socks and Petsmart a dog bed made from clear plastic recycled bottles.

Every fleece vest made by Point Beach Outdoors of Rising Sun, Ind., consumes about 26 plastic water bottles; every jacket or blanket about 50 bottles transformed into trademarked ECO Fleece, said Wayne Hartlich, who runs the firm with his wife.

All are showcased in the gift guide, along with tables, pillows, jewelry and glassware, even a kayak. The playgrounds, picnic tables and park benches also are included.

"Every one of these garments keeps a substantial number of bottles out of a landfill," said Hartlich, whose firm created a thousand blankets for last year's Olympics for Coca- Cola. He cautioned that consumers need to look for a recycled label on their fleece, because most is made of virgin material.

Traffic tripled on the department's Web site during last year's campaign, with more than 200,000 viewers in December.

Nationwide, however, recycling of water bottles has dropped for seven consecutive years even as consumption has grown astronomically, according to the Container Recycling Institute. Nearly three times as many plastic bottles were wasted in last year as in 1995, the institute said, with four of every five water bottles going into dumps.
------- End -------

From an e-mail, I received this:

"Stewardship Ontario is recommending a form of EPR - extended producer

responsibility - a term created by environmental groups.

Under the plan, whoever makes the product will have to pay for it to be

recycled. If the product is made outside the province, whoever imported it

also has to pay."

I searched on the web and found a paper on the "Proposed Blue Box 

Program" prepared for the Waste Diversion Ontario. Below is the

web site address. 

http://www.ifo.ca/pdf/BBProgramPlan030121.pdf

Its an interesting concept; that one who creates or imports something that would

result in a waste disposal problem would have to fund the recycling program. 

Its still in the discussion stage and the Ministry of the Environment has not approved it.

But, its something to think about. 

Regards, Paul Tobiason, R.A.G. 

“Cartoon by Mark Parisi, printed with special permission. For many more ‘off the mark’ cartoons, please visit Mark’s site at: www.offthemark.com”   
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