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“Like we couldn’t see it coming???”
In early Sep.2007, Guam Dept. of Public Works announced that the Ordot dump was full and could be closed in 200 days (28 weeks). Thereafter, there was a lot of news media coverage and it was in the public’s consciousness. In their 28.April.2007 editorial opinion, the PDN expressed that GovGuam should not be in the trash business at all. 

But, what has really changed? Has the flow into the dump really decreased much? Since I have to go there

once a month to dispose of my family’s trash, I can see

why we have such a problem. 

We are all disposing materials that should never even go to the dump. There are companies right now that are happy to accept cardboard, newspapers, magazines and office paper. Other companies take steel, aluminum and some appliances. 

Since 1988, our small group, the Recycling Assoc. of Guam, has been advocating waste reduction, recycling and composting as the primary method to manage our community discards. (Notice I did not say “waste” since what we dispose is actually a resource.). Fortunately, there are more companies now in the recycling business than in 1988. Unfortunately, GovGuam is still in the trash business and has not made recycling 

1) mandatory, 2) convenient and 3) $valuable$. 

All the years have come and gone. Elections have come and gone. And the leaders of Guam could not have forseen and acted to avoid our solid waste problem?

Of course they did. But, on a priority scale of 1-10 with 10 being the highest priority, trash (discarded resources) has been at 1 or probably zero. 

Now lawmakers are trying to bring back the incinerator so our trash can be burned. Of course that will take some years to build. Oh, and don’t forget that a contract will assure a revenue source.

And the recycling companies? Where is their contract? Would anyone call this a level playing field when they must try to survive on just the commodity price of the cardboard or newspapers they can ship out and sell?

Like corporate CEO’s, we are supposed to he hiring (or electing) the “sharpest knives in the drawer”. These best and brightest minds should have devised a logical and fair system to our trash management problem. 

But look where we are. 

“An Inconvenient Truth” and Al Gore” 

Congratulation to Mr. Gore for winning the Nobel Peace Prize this October. While some disagree with his movie, it has certainly raised awareness and action. 

Palau leaders have recently watched this and commented that global warming is not a theory but is actually happening.  The newspaper, Palau Horizon, 9-11.Oct.2007, explained that in 2002 Palau submitted to the United Nations its greenhouse gas emissions. Now Palau is getting ready to submit another report. 

And, what about Guam? What is our emission budget? What are all the sources of CO2, methane, Freon, etc. that occur from our small island. Oh yes….they just blow out to sea….or land in some other country….

Do we have any estimate of the quantities? 

Are we doing anything to mitigate these amount? 

We have all seen the black smoke from buses and trucks. There are probably 100,000 vehicles registered. 

These all produce emissions. Then there is GPA with their 882,000 tons of CO2 annually. The Ordot dump surely produces methane. Then there are all the thousands of air conditions that require maintenance. If their system is low on freon and needs to be recharged, where did the escaped freon go? What agency is tasked with this responsibility. 

If there is ever a municipal waste incinerator, this will be yet another large source of CO2 and other emissions. 

And, a possible coal-fired electric generation plant? 

We are indeed part of the problem. Let’s step up to the plate and do our part. Let’s keep our emissions to the

absolute minimum.                             

Talks  John Doerr: Seeking salvation and profit in greentech

Since he’s referred to as the Silicon Valley moneyman,

Perhaps we might want to hear what he has to say…..

His daughter, age 15, put him on the spot…..

"I don't think we're going to make it," John Doerr proclaims, in an emotional talk about climate change and investment. Spurred on by his daughter, who demanded he fix the mess the world is heading for, he and his partners at Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers embarked on a greentech world tour -- surveying the state of the art, from the ethanol revolution in Brazil to Wal-mart's (!) eco-concept store in Bentonville, Arkansas. KPCB is investing $200 million in green technologies to save the planet and make a profit to boot. But, Doerr fears, it may not be enough.

You can see and hear this video at: 

http://www.ted.com/index.php/pages/view/id/127
Walmart has made global warming a “top priority." 

Wal-Mart for making great moves to address what he called the three largest energy drains in business—heating and cooling systems, lighting, and refrigeration. The giant's initiative forced its 60,000 suppliers to focus on environmental issues as well, he said.

PS: You can also download an MP3 audio file of this speech. 

So where are we islanders on priorities? 

Our emissions and our discarded materials?

Does GovGuam conserve power? Prove it ! 
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“Thanks to those who participate

in clean-ups”

[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]If you are one of those individuals who clean up trash along the road or at beaches, I want to say thank you. But, probably, you are not the one making the mess. 

So it is those of us who care to clean up after the slobs.

Hopefully, a few slobs will see your efforts and stop creating the awful mess. 

Here’s a paradox:  Our University of Guam, you would think, is the place where there are a lot of smart people. 

So, why is there plastic littering the campus? Why are  aluminum cans in the trash can? Why do folks smoke and stuff the cigarette into the aluminum can? The students, and especially the faculty, are educated people!

“So how do you like your power bill now????”

If you are like me, you have seen those dollar numbers on your bill getting larger. So we try to reduce those kilowatt hours by painting our roof, turning up the temperature of our air conditioner, installing a few compact fluorescent lamps, etc. 

And by the way, what is my GovGuam doing? 

And for that matter, how many KWH are they consuming? Hmmmm….does anyone know? 

You can be sure that whatever it is, the taxpayer is getting stuck with the bill. 

So then you wonder, they must be using all that electricity very carefully. Oh really????

Well, just who is evaluates this? Who actually does and on-site inspection? Who has any real authority to “force” conservation? 

You, dear reader, could make a phone call to enquire. 

You could ask the power consumption of some GovGuam building you are familiar with. You could ask for their level of conservation. And you could become frustrated on how elusive this information is to obtain. 

What if the below scenario really existed?

Recycling/composting operations provide a good waste 

management solution for our island community.


Private Operator,


Incinerator


$100/cu.mt.





Private Operators, 


Recycling & composting companies


$40/cu.mt.





Private Operator,


Ordot dump or


New landfill


$200/cu.mt.
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