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   President/Publisher:  Paul Tobiason     e-mail:  tobiasonp@teleguam.net       Treasurer/Secretary: Berrie & Nene Straatman                  

Why does Saipan have less litter? 

In the Pacific Daily News, 12.Apr.2009 edition, there was a letter on the opinion page from Ron McNinch. I was impressed by this excerpt. 

“A few years ago, we studied why Saipan was so clean. We found that it took less than five (5) people to walk by a piece of garbage on Saipan before it was picked up. 

On Guam, we are lucky if it takes over 60. “

Now what does that say about our attitude for the environment, cleanliness and neatness????

And, don't we see vehicle bumper stickers that proclaim:

“I Love Guam”

If so many residents say they love this island, why is there so much litter? 

As a RAG member I pickup a few cigarette butts, 

a discarded plastic container, an aluminum can in the gutter, etc. And, I do this every day of the year. 

Surely, I shall not change the behavior of those who litter. 

But, at least, I can pick it up for them and hope to set a good example. 

Therefore, dear reader, would you consider adopting this as your daily contribution, too? 
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 $1,749.47 

 Income:  $510.00 

 Donations  $1,845.00 

 Bag sales  $21.00 

 $2,376.00   $2,376.00 

Expenses:  $59.82 

 Postage  $16.80 

 Meetings  $215.34 

 Supplies  $355.19 

 Filing fees  $30.00 

 Donations  $20.00 

 $300.00 

 Travel  $46.56 

 $1,043.71   $(1,043.71)

 $3,081.76 

Prepared By:

Berrie Straatman – Treasurer , 05.Jan.2009
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Pyramid Recycling ships out plastic

When I dropped of a few plastic bottles and some aluminum cans at Pyramid on 05.Sep.2008, I learned that they had completely filled one 40-foot container with compacted plastic containers. I was quite happy to learn of this as previously there was no other disposal choice except for the Ordot dump. Furthermore, Pyramid informed me that they make no money on this endeavor but actually lose money. They made this decision as they realized that it was a disposal option that the Guam community needed. And, obviously, they have an entity that will accept it. 

And, in July.2009, I learned that they have shipped out four (4) containers so far, each averaging 15 MT or 

33,000 lbs.  By using Hawaii's bottle bill formula (01 lb of mixed size PET bottles equals 17.5 bottles) they have processed and shipped out 2.21 million bottles so far. 

Avoiding these millions of plastic containers from our Ordot dump has save a very large volume of space.

I checked the US EPA web site to see how much volume this represented. 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/OWCM.NSF/d60e13abe847c4cb882564de0071f735/27ad8886b3335a33882565150053de66!OpenDocument
If I understand it correctly, forty (40) uncompacted PET plastic bottles would take up 01 cubic yard of space. 

Therefore that would work out to 55,250 cubic yards of avoided space at Ordot. Of course, there is some compaction done at the dump by the bulldozer so that the volume savings might be somewhat less. But, it is a volume savings nonetheless. 

Please consider thanking Pyramid when you go there or mention a “thank you” on Talk-Radio. 

Besides Pyramid Recycling, all the other recycling companies are helping our Guam community to keep a 

lot of material “out” of the Ordot dump.
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At our meeting on 17.May.2008 we voted 

to change membership classification and amend our constitution.

The issue of R.A.G. Membership types was brought up 

for discussion and voting. Although we have unofficially been calling some Guam residents “Friends-of-RAG”, 

this was not in our constitution. Some felt that only persons who actually paid money should be a member.

It was finally decided that there will be two types: 

1) Regular member     and      2) Friend-of-RAG

The regular member will pay $20 for a 1 year family/individual membership. The regular member (including 3 additional family members) will have voting rights, receive the newsletter and other email information. For voting rights each individual will have to be documented in our membership list or spreadsheet. 

It is hoped that a regular member will be an active and

 willing participant in events such as group presentations, cleanups, displays, testimony on proposed legislation, lobbying of lawmakers or business owners. 

The Friend-of-RAG will have an association with R.A.G. but with no financial cost. However, a friend may donate money if they wish. There is also no expectation for participation in events. But, an application selecting the friend classification will be needed. 

For positions on legislative bills or other environmental issues, it must be understood that, unless exception is given, all members and friends will be understood to concur with statements made by the R.A.G. Officers. 


A sincere thank you to one Guam resident who cares about Guam's environment. 

On 13.July.2009, I observed Mr. Anthony Arriola picking up litter at the Superior Court building in Hagatna. He was putting some candy wrappers and cigarette butts into the trash can. Others were sitting in a smoking area and they could also see this. 

Many months ago I had seen him doing the same thing as he walked to the Hagatna post office. 

I thanked him for his efforts and he said he was just trying to make our island home a bit cleaner. 

So where are other prominent members of our community? It would set a good example for everyone if we could see them making the same effort as Mr. Arriola. 


HASSO Collection Day by Guam EPA

This was held Friday and Saturday, 10 & 11 July.2009. 

So many Guam residents look forward to this, load up their cars and drive to the locations to properly dispose of left over paint, insecticides, household chemicals, batteries, fluorescent lamps, etc. 

We really need this event to be done every year and at a regular month. 

Thank you....thank you....to those folks who were working at this event. 

When the sun was out it was hot and sweaty. 

Then when it rained it came down in buckets and everyone was wet and cold. 


Some RAG member saw and reported 

to GEPA a rather large accumulation of appliances and computer monitors in Tamuning. This was in the general area behind Century Plaza. By the first week of July.2009, it was all cleaned up. 

Bob Salas of Guam EPA spoke to someone and that was all that was needed to improve this problem. 

So, hopefully, other RAG members will try to do the same. 


What about all the plastic shopping bags we all use and then discard ????? 

While shopping at Payless Market, I use my Payless Green Bag or some other reuseable shopping bag. . Other shoppers are still taking the plastic and don't seem to notice my bag. Do you suppose they are unaware? With all the TV spots and posters being displayed? Yet they continue to choose plastic. Of course they know better. So, why do they do it? I suspect it is laziness and an I-don't-care attitude. 

I can't count the number of times people have told me that they take the plastic bags to use them to line their home 

trash containers. Oh REALLY!!?? ....Like they're going to use a few  hundred during the year? 

Even in our home these bags accumulate. Other family members forget to take the reuseable bag into the store and end up going home with these. And I forget too. But, then I force myself to walk out of the store, go to the vehicle, get the reuseable bag and go back to the store to complete my shopping. Its an ACT of Will...

Soooooo......Here's a thought. 

What if each plastic bag, at every store on Guam carried a “mandatory” tariff cost to the shopper of 25¢. Don't you think that shoppers would very quickly make a decision to avoid this and use their own reuseable bag next time? 

Don't think this is so outrageous. Its being done in Ireland and each bag is charged at 17¢. Needless to say there was a dramatic reduction in litter. 

This would require legislation to make this a law. 

But, think of the large amount of money collected. 

This could be used to help fund local recycling companies so that they could accept more items AND even pay for things like steel cans, glass bottles, and plastic. 

Sad to say but for so many people doing the right thing, 

or Green thing in this case, just doesn't happen.

Care for our environment and global warming does not motivate all people. But, money usually does. 


Wouldn't it be great if more of us did more reading?

I'm referring to our R.A.G. subscription magazine,

Resource Recycling. Sometimes I email members a brief summary of some articles. But I have to wonder if anyone reads them. We've all heard the phrase: “ A mind is a terrible thing to waste”. 

Sometimes I think its pointless to keep paying for this magazine when I'm the only one reading it. But, at least in the past, we have been able to share some issues with GovGuam DPW. 


A thought ...Do the right thing because it is right!

Do we usually do the right thing because we will get 

some reward? Didn't our parents teach us to do the right thing even when it went against the “crowd”?

Sometimes we don't do the right thing if we feel it might make us look “uncool” to our friends. 


From NY/AP I saw this item: 

We like to think we've become more efficient over the years, but the home of 2009 uses five times (5x) more power than the home of the 1950's. 


    Electrical power, GovGuam

Senators BJ Cruz & Tom Ada are interested to know the consumption, billing and total number of electrical power meters in the entire GovGuam system. They want this to be available for viewing on the internet through the web site for the Guam Energy Office. The bill number is #120. 

I gave written and oral testimony in favor of this at the public hearing on 23.Jun.2009. 

However, I stressed that a kilowatt-hour number and a monthly billing amount doesn't mean much unless it can be compared to something. 

Specifically, for GovGuam there should be a 

“benchmark  KWH” for a particular meter. 

A professional energy engineer can evaluate a physical location to determine how much power should be consumed if energy conservation were seriously practiced. In the colder areas of the continental US, many buildings have insulation in their walls, floors and ceilings. But, here on Guam, it does not seem to be the norm. 

The energy savings (for the taxpayer) could be significant.

And, in case you really wanted to know, I've learned that there are 1,116 individual meters for GovGuam, 4,000 for business/commercial, and 40,000 for residents.                     Perhaps these numbers are not exact but at least they give us an idea of the workload for GPA and their meter readers. To read and compile over 45,000 meter readings each and every month seems to me an impossible task. 

Yet, somehow they can do it. But, it also seems like a lot of fuel and employee hours. There are “smart meters” which can be remotely read through the power lines. 

GPA is aware of this and evaluating the idea. 


Bigger is always better....At least this seems to be the commonly accepted way to gauge things. 

Big trucks, big tires, big muscles, big portions of food, big steaks, catching the biggest fish, having the biggest home, big gas prices.....Whoops...scratch at last one....

Well how big is your trash? And what about your “big” power bill?? Hey, perhaps small isn't so bad after all.....


What's your bill and consumption? 

Ours is about 1,200kwh /month. That's with 3 A/C and 3 adults plus occasional grandchildren. The main A/C is 24,000 BTU and we try to keep it off as much as we can. 

We also use fans to improve the cooling effect and this allows us to keep the A/C either off or at a warmer setting.

The other A/C's are bedroom units at 9,000 BTU. 

Our water heater is only used for about 20 minutes in the evening. We try hard not to use our dryer and use the clothes line. Our home ceiling and walls are insulated 

with fiberglas. We also do a thorough cleaning of our A/C evaporator unit inside the rooms. I use a tooth brush with water and some laundry bleach. Yes, its labor intensive.

If you want to find whatever is eating up most of those kilowatt hours, turn off all the smaller, individual circuit breakers on your electrical distribution panel. Then look 

at the power meter. The wheel should be completely

stopped. Next, turn on the circuit breakers one at a time and each time go out to look for any change in the rotation  of the wheel on the power meter. Whatever item makes the wheel turn the fastest is the one using the most power.

And, here's an idea you may want to think about. If there will be no one at home for most of the day, you could shut off the main circuit breaker. Provided your refrigerator door remains closed and the seal is good, everything should stay cold until you get back home. You could try it for a few hours to see how it works. 


Those “used” sandwich and 

          Zip-Loc bags....

What do you do with them once you've eaten the sandwich? I'm sure many people drop them into the trash can to go to the Ordot dump. Of course, RAG members and Friends know that this bag is “reuseable” and so they wash it out for another day. 

Its not much different from washing out your coffee cup.

But the hard part is to overcome that dreaded necessity....effort. 

So often we have heard the phrase, “The Throw-away

 Society” with our litter and filled dumps. Let us at least try to  reuse things to some extent so that we minimize what we eventually send to our dump or landfill. 


From the web site of GBB, here are maps showing where Guam residents can bring their cardboard, office paper, newspapers and magazines. Mr. Rubbishman takes only cardboard. GT&W previously accepted all these items but  has temporarily suspended this due to the very poor market ($$) conditions.  

I deliver my clean and washed steel food cans to Pyramid where they are crushed in a 17 pound block. 


For metals, along East Harmon Industrial Park road is Pyramid Recycling. And, behind or near MacDonald's in Harmon there is Xiong Recycling and Triple-Star


For green waste and construction/demolition debris there is the Northern Hardfill (Primo's Heavy Equipment, 

tel: 632-7114).  There is a charge. Also, if available, 

they will give you some free mulch.  



June.2008 thru July.2009
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