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Historic Event for Guam's Environment

The Guam Bottle Bill finally was passed and became law. Bill # 149 became PL-30-221. Its really a “beverage deposit law.”

Senator Tina Barnes worked for years to get this system for Guam residents. It places a value on discarded used beverage containers. These had very often been tossed out the car window or onto the beach or parking lot. 
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Very likely that was because the “empty” had almost a zero value. Now, however, they will have the value of at least 5¢. It takes about 32 aluminum cans to make 01 lb. And, on a weight basis it will change the per pound value from currently 25¢ to $1.60.  If the deposit were to be 10¢ it would take only 10 cans for a resident to receive $1.00 at a redemption center.  Here's a shocker....in Germany the deposit is 0.25 euros. That works out to over 32¢.   

We all need to keep in mind that the deposit is only a temporary use of the money. Once it is given to a redemption center, the resident will have the deposit returned. 

I see this as an event that will demonstrate environmental leadership by the island of Guam. We have now found a way to make a “problem material” economically valuable.  Beyond this we may look at plastic shopping bags, or waste glass, or cigarette butts. 
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From a Philippines newspaper....

Source: Anthony Pangelinan, Business World, S3P2,Philippines, 10.May.2010, 

“You have your own personal convictions and beliefs.” 

“The key is to assess if you truly live by them. For in the end, it is the values you truly uphold that direct your action, and inaction.”

“For instance, are you more consumed with what you are entitled to, or what you are responsible for? It all depends on what you truly cherish in your hearts of hearts.

“As George Bernard Shaw laments: “I am sick of reasonable people: they see all the reasons for doing nothing!”

“Let this day be your day to shine --- in your own family, community, and country. 

Let me close with a challenge, with words from an unknown writer but sometimes attributed to William Arthur Wild:

Do more than the minimum,

I will do more than belong, I will participate.

I will do more than care, I will help.

I will do more than believe, I will practice.

I will do more than be fair, I will be kind.

I will do more than forgive, I will forget. 

I will do more than dream, I will work.

I will do more than teach, I will inspire.

I will do more than earn, I will enrich.

I will do more than give, I will serve.

I will do more than live, I will grow.

I will do more than suffer, I will triumph.

source: 

http://www.anthonypangilinan.com.ph/2010/05/
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I think it was the British Minister of the Environment, David Cameron, who said that it is economics that 

drives things. I wish it were not so. But it seems that money and not doing the right thing motivates most people. 

“What one motivated person can do”

Jay Brasel is one of a group of ladies that have swimming exercise several days of each week at the Hagatna pool. 

She came up with an idea to help others in the group have an easier way to recycle aluminum and plastic.  She has offered to collect these and drop them off at the local recycling company since it is on her way home. 
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To me it seemed that this idea like what First Lady Joanne Camacho was promoting with her S.T.A.R.T. Project. 

Just talking about the environment and recycling will not be as effective as when real people decide to take some kind of action. 
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Parks and Recreation Division to Recycle

Dept. of Parks and Recreation has started recycling at the Hagatna swimming pool. Through the efforts of First Lady Joanne Camacho and our group, Recycling Assoc. of Guam, they now have containers for aluminum cans and plastic containers. We can thank their former director, Mr. Duenas for this, too. Let's hope that there will be continual follow-up so that their program doesn't lose steam.  Anyone can ask....
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The Hagatna Mayor...A Good Attitude...

Mayor John A. Cruz recently made a policy change. Due to information provided by R.A.G., he will stop employees from burning trash and green waste. About 01.Sep.2010, a RAG member visited him to discuss the observed “barrel burning.” The US EPA findings on the toxic chemicals emitted from such burning was explained to the mayor and he was invited to visit our web site to read over the EPA document. Mayor Cruz said that since he is now aware of the harmful compounds coming from such burning, he will no longer do this. It is refreshing to see that some GovGuam officials have such an “open mind” attitude. But, where was our Guam EPA and our Guam Fire Dept. in all the prior months and years?
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GBB on K-57 Radio

On about 15.Aug.2010, Mr. David Manning of GBB was a guest on the K-57 morning radio talk show. It was hosted by Brian Coffman. The topic was trash as GBB has taken over the residential trash collection service and Ordot dump and transfer station operation formerly done by GovGuam DPW. 

One issue of concern to island residents was the monthly cost of the trash collection of the very large roll-out containers. It was mentioned that this expense is getting difficult for residents. Recycling was mentioned with Mr. Manning explaining that a pilot project was planned and might result in GBB possibly offering a future system whereby a resident could have one container for recyclables and another smaller container for all other trash. This program might carry a lower monthly charge. 

I called in to K57 and made the point that residents must be willing to accept some personal responsibility for the waste that they create. Waste management is a necessity and not a problem that people can push off to others. Residents can choose or reject to purchase cable TV or cigarettes. These are a luxury. But dealing responsibly with our waste is a necessity. 

As an alternative to the present $17/month charge (which is to become $30), I stated that I have chosen to be a 

self-hauler. For our family's one bag of trash, I deliver this to the Ordot dump in the first week of each month and pay a $4.00 fee. GBB has made it possible for me to also place my cardboard and glass in a separate container.  And, there is no charge for this. The cardboard will be recycled and shipped off-island while the glass will be used as cover material for the dump/landfill. I still have to drive to Pyramid to recycle my plastics and steel cans. 

I mention the above event since this is one way that RAG members and friends can help other residents to become more aware of environmentally friendly ways to manage our waste material. Open discussion, such as a radio

forum, can also serve to make island residents aware of environmental issues.
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What the Bank of Guam is doing to recycle

In late September I visited the Bank of Guam and asked if I could see their recycling containers. I was shown their neat and clearly marked containers in the employee lunch room. The I-Recycle group provided the containers. 

Congratulations to the bank management for implementing these measures. Their environmental contact person is Patricia Salas. 
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There really is a Glass Pulverizer on Guam

Yes, pulverized glass has very low economic value. Yes, crushed glass does not take up much space in a dump or landfill.  But, pulverized glass is less dangerous than broken bottles and can be put to many good uses.  Uses such as:  sand blasting rust, drainage under roads, in a fish aquarium, a border around house, mixed with concrete for a sidewalk, mixed with the asphalt for our roads, ceramic tiles, a coffee table.  So, instead of a waste material we should turn it into a useful item. 

And what would a glass pulverizer cost Guam residents? Well, I've seen a used on selling for $28,000. Perhaps you would be willing to write a letter or email or phone GBB about this issue. Please be involved and make a difference. 
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Having a $500 monthly power bill...is way too much!

This size of monthly power bill is not uncommon for Guam families. We all have to do laundry, take hot (or warm) showers, cool our homes to a comfortable temperature, refrigerate our food, and a lot more. 

Folks want to reduce the kilowatt hours they use and thus their bill but find it hard to do so. One source of help would

be to call on the Guam Energy Office. Perhaps GPA could also provide ideas. 

Our residence in Chalan Pago is 1,460 sq.ft of living space. We have 3 air conditioners, a washing machine, a freezer, a refrigerator, a water heater, a TV, a computer and, of course, lights. Yet our monthly bill is about $250

using about 1,100 kwh. 

I think that one factor that has helped us is the fiberglas insulation in our ceiling and walls. When first built in 1995

the contractor fastened 2x4 lumber to the ceiling and walls. Then insulation was placed in between. On top of this was placed drywall or gypsum board.  I think that home owners could add this to an existing home and help to reduce those kilowatts. 

Additionally, our roof is reasonably clean and is painted white. It also helps to turn on the water heater for 15 minutes only when needed. A small on-demand water heater (electric or gas) is also a very good choice. You can also avoid running your A/C at a very cold temperature. Fans help considerably when used in conjunction with your A/C. 

 A final comment about the insulation. While the sun is pumping heat energy into our concrete roof, our A/C is working hard to take that heat out of the concrete and throw it back outdoors. The insulation becomes a barrier between the inside air and the concrete. 
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It can start with one person being different

A person I know goes for a daily exercise walk on a Guam beach. By the end of the walk a bag is filled with aluminum cans and other trash found along the way. This goes on day after day after day........ 

Now imagine if just 20% of our island's population picked up litter they saw day after day. So, what's 20% of 170,000 people?    That's 34,000 people!

Do you remember the movie “Pay It Forward”???  Why not give it a try? 

The worst people would do might be to ignore you or talk about how you're an oddball? 
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GPD gave this guy a ticket!

Someone I know got a ticket from the Guam police. On 11.Jan.2011, I observed my acquaintance get stopped and ticketed for tossing a cigarette butt out his car window. Of course, he wasn't thinking of this at the moment. We all do such things because it what is referred to as an automated response. 

Firstly, I think congratulations are deserved for our GPD officer for observing the event and then taking action. 

Yes, he could have overlooked it. (why go through all that paperwork?) But, he did not. Perhaps he also thought about the embarrassment that this litter brings to our island's image. 

Yet we all see the discarded cigarette butts everywhere. 

So what can we do?  What can “each” of us do? 

We all can phone and email the GPD and GFD about people who toss cigarette butts everywhere. You might think it would be a waste of time. Then again, it also might serve to encourage them to be more vigilant.  

AND....then ALL of us can bend over and pick up one or two that we may see in a parking lot INSTEAD of walking over it. 
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Financial Report for 2010 

Recycling Association of Guam

Income

Membership fees                                    $480.00

Donations                                               $141.00

Bag sales



$ 17.00

Total




$638.00

Expenses

Printing and stationary 


$  31.53

Postage



$   26.40

Supplies



$ 152.10

Travel




$     7.00

Trade subscriptions            

$   80.00

Donation (GAIA)


$ 100.00

Total




$  397.03

Bank balance at 01.Jan.2010

$2,665.42

Income




$   638.00

Expenses

            
            ($   397.03)

Bank balance at 31.Dec.2010   

 $2,906.39

Berrie Straatman, Treasurer

Sep.2010 thru      


Mar.2011
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